
Regulation Committee (virtual 
meetings from May 2020 due to 
Coronavirus)
Thursday 14 January 2021 
10.00 am 

To: The Members of the Regulation Committee (virtual meetings from May 
2020 due to Coronavirus)

Cllr J Parham (Chair), Cllr N Hewitt-Cooper (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Caswell, Cllr N Taylor, Cllr 
M Keating, Cllr S Coles, Cllr J Clarke and Cllr M Rigby

All Somerset County Council Members are invited to attend meetings of the Cabinet and 
Scrutiny Committees.

Issued By Scott Wooldridge, Strategic Manager - Governance and Risk and Monitoring Officer - 
6 January 2021

For further information about the meeting, please contact Peter Stiles on 01823 357628 or  
pstiles@somerset.gov.uk or Michael Bryant on 01823 359048 or mbryant@somerset.gov.uk 

Guidance about procedures at the meeting follows the printed agenda.

This meeting will be open to the public and press, subject to the passing of any resolution 
under Regulation 4 of the Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to 
Information) (England) Regulations 2012. 

This agenda and the attached reports and background papers are available on request prior to 
the meeting in large print, Braille, audio tape & disc and can be translated into different 
languages. They can also be accessed via the council's website on 
www.somerset.gov.uk/agendasandpapers

Public Document Pack

http://somerset.moderngov.co.uk/ieDocHome.aspx?bcr=1


AGENDA

Item Regulation Committee (virtual meetings from May 2020 due to Coronavirus) - 
10.00 am Thursday 14 January 2021

** Public Guidance notes contained in agenda annexe **



Regulation Committee - Guidance Notes 

1. Council Public Meetings 

The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2020 have given local authorities new 
powers to hold public meetings virtually by using video or telephone 
conferencing technology. 

2. Inspection of Papers

Any person wishing to inspect minutes, reports, or the background 
papers for any item on the agenda should contact Democratic Services 
at democraticservices@somerset.gov.uk or telephone 07790577336/ 
07811 313837/ 07790577232
They can also be accessed via the council's website on 
www.somerset.gov.uk/agendasandpapers. 
Printed copies will not be available for inspection at the Council’s 
offices and this requirement was removed by the Regulations.

3. Members’ Code of Conduct Requirements 

When considering the declaration of interests and their actions as a 
councillor, Members are reminded of the requirements of the 
Members’ Code of Conduct and the underpinning Principles of Public 
Life: Honesty; Integrity; Selflessness; Objectivity; Accountability; 
Openness; Leadership. The Code of Conduct can be viewed at: Code of 
Conduct 

4. Minutes of the Meeting

Details of the issues discussed, and decisions taken at the meeting will 
be set out in the minutes, which the Committee will be asked to 
approve as a correct record at its next meeting.  

5. Public Question Time 

If you wish to speak, please contact Democratic Services by 5pm 3 
clear working days before the meeting. Email 
democraticservices@somerset.gov.uk or telephone 07790577336/ 
07811 313837/ 07790577232.

At the Chair’s invitation you may ask questions and/or make 
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statements or comments about any matter on the Committee’s agenda 
- providing you have given the required notice.  You may also present 
a petition on any matter within the Committee’s remit.  The length of 
public question time will be no more than 30 minutes in total.

When registering to speak, you will need to provide your name, 
whether you are making supporting comments or objections and if you 
are representing a group / organisation e.g. Parish Council.  Requests 
to speak after this deadline will only be accepted at the discretion of 
the Chair.

A slot for Public Question Time is set aside near the beginning of the 
meeting, after the minutes of the previous meeting have been agreed.  
However, questions or statements about any matter on the agenda for 
this meeting may be taken at the time when each matter is considered.

The Chair will usually invite speakers in the following order and each 
speaker will  have a maximum of 3 minutes:

1. Objectors to the application (including all public, parish council and 
District
Council representatives)
2. Supporters of the application (including all public, parish council and 
District
Council representatives)
3. Agent / Applicant

You must direct your questions and comments through the Chair.  You 
may not take a direct part in the debate.  The Chair will decide when 
public participation is to finish.

If there are many people present at the meeting for one particular item, 
the Chair may adjourn the meeting to allow views to be expressed 
more freely.  If an item on the agenda is contentious, with a large 
number of people attending the meeting, a representative should be 
nominated to present the views of a group.

Following public question time, the Chair will invite local County 
Councillors to address the Committee on matters that relate to their 
electoral division.

An issue will not be deferred just because you cannot be present for 
the meeting. Remember that the amount of time you speak will be 
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restricted, to three minutes only.

In line with the council’s procedural rules, if any member of the public 
interrupts a meeting the Chair will warn them accordingly.

If that person continues to interrupt or disrupt proceedings the Chair 
can ask the Democratic Services Officer to remove them as a 
participant from the meeting.

     6.

     7.

   
     8.

Meeting Etiquette 

 Mute your microphone when you are not talking.
 Switch off video if you are not speaking.
 Only speak when invited to do so by the Chair.
 Speak clearly (if you are not using video then please state 
your name) 
 If you’re referring to a specific page, mention the page 
number.
 Switch off your video and microphone after you have 
spoken.

Substitutions

Committee members are able to appoint substitutes from the list of 
trained members if they are unable to attend the meeting.

Late Papers

It is important that members and officers have an adequate 
opportunity to consider all submissions and documents relating to the 
matters to be considered at the meeting, and for these not to be tabled 
on the day of the meeting. Therefore any late papers that are to be 
submitted for the consideration of the Regulation Committee, 
following the publication of the agenda/reports, should be sent to the 
Strategic Commissioning Manager (Paul Hickson) via 
planning@somerset.gov.uk in respect of Planning and Town and 
Village Green items, and to the Senior Rights of Way Officer (Andrew 
Saint) in respect of Rights of Way items, and should be received no less 
than 48 Hours before the meeting.

     9. Exclusion of Press & Public

If when considering an item on the agenda, the Committee may 
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consider it appropriate to pass a resolution under Section 100A (4) 
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 that the press and 
public be excluded from the meeting on the basis that if they were 
present during the business to be transacted there would be a 
likelihood of disclosure of exempt information, as defined under the 
terms of the Act.

If there are members of the public and press listening to the open part 
of the meeting, then the Democratic Services Officer will, at the 
appropriate time, remove the participant from the meeting.

10. Recording of Meetings

The Council supports the principles of openness and transparency.  It 
allows filming, recording and taking photographs at its meetings that 
are open to the public - providing this is done in a non-disruptive 
manner.  Members of the public may use Facebook and Twitter or 
other forms of social media to report on proceedings.  No filming or 
recording may take place when the press and public are excluded for 
that part of the meeting.  As a matter of courtesy to the public, anyone 
wishing to film or record proceedings is asked to provide reasonable 
notice to the Committee Administrator so that the relevant Chair can 
inform those present at the start of the meeting.

We would ask that, as far as possible, members of the public aren't 
filmed unless they are playing an active role such as speaking within a 
meeting and there may be occasions when speaking members of the 
public request not to be filmed.

A copy of the Council’s Recording of Meetings Protocol is available 
from the Committee Administrator for the meeting.

Page 6


	Agenda
	 ** Public Guidance notes contained in agenda annexe **

